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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
}^l'U : WTSr 

j 
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October 22, 1985 

.. Improper Disposal of Hazardous Wastes by dumping In municipal 
.waste treatment systems . J- . 

Ross E. Powers. On-Scene Coordinator, 5HRGI 
Robert M. Buckley, Chief, Eastern Response Unit 

.. Robert Schaefer, Regional Counsel 

On September 27, 1985, the Eastern Response Unit received a citizen 
complaint, alleging that hazardous wastes were being pumped Into 
the Detroit combined sewerage system by Environmental Waste Control, 
Inc., In Inkster, MI. They reportedly dump hazardous wastes down 

. .^e sewer;at night and then flush with clean water, by-passing all 
•^^-.A^y^'^pre-treatment.. • 

I presumed that this was an Illegal activity, and reported It to our 
Criminal Investigation Unit. Mr. Jim Swanson of that unit, advised 
me to write to you, because they did not precelve of this as a vio­
lation worth Investigating. He told me that Infractions of 33 USC, 
1319(c)(2) were NOT violations If the dumping of hazardous wastes Into 
the sewerage sys^ did not damage the sewer or upset the municipal 
treatment plant. 

Please advise me of other possible ways to prevent or control such 
dumping of wastes Into municipal sewers... ^ 

By copy of this memo, I'am relaying this complaint to both Water 
Compliance and RCRA Compliance for their consideration. 

cc: D. R. Schrgardus, Chief, Compliance Section, 5WQC 
W. E. Muno, Chief, Enforcement Section, SHE 
J. Q. Swanson, Special Agent, OCI, 5CCI 

5HRGI/R.E.Powers/bjm:10/22/85 
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